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Dear Stuart, 
 
As you are well aware we are now on the path to the Scottish Budget Settlement for the next financial 
year. UNISON is currently in negotiations with Inverclyde Council over a projected budget deficit of £2.4 
million with a 3 year predicted deficit of £13.6 million.  
 
Inverclyde Council like all local authorities in Scotland receives most of its income direct from the Scottish 
Government (84.6%). The remaining income comes from a combination of Council Tax and local charges 
totalling 15.4%. Local authorities have less manoeuvrability by which to increase their income unless 
major reform and/or policy change takes place. 
 
As a consequence, you as our local MSP, has greater influence over Inverclyde Council budgets than any 
of its councillors.  So much so that we would welcome your views as well as your position on the 
following:  
  

A) Increasing the settlement for local government services to make up for lost years of 
underinvestment.  
 

B) Bring forward council tax reform that will ensure councils can generate greater income without 
penalising those on the lowest income brackets. 

 
C) Use of the Calman taxation powers to prevent further cuts. 
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UNISON Inverclyde Branch represents members in Inverclyde Council, Inverclyde Leisure, Riverclyde 
Homes, Quarriers and a wide range of charities and voluntary organisations funded by the Council.  Our 
members also use local services and pay tax locally and nationally. As local voters our members will be 
interested in your response to this letter.  
 
There is no dispute that local government has experienced the brunt of cuts over the last 10 years. 
Reports from COSLA, the local government benchmarking reports, accounts commission and Scottish 
parliament information centre confirm the substantial cuts to local government budgets and the financial 
pressures they face, each using different methodologies Demand for services has also risen further 
impacting on budgets. 
 
UNISON has conducted a series of surveys of members working in local government in order to reach 
beyond the politicking about figures to show the impact of budget levels on services. We have evidenced 
several common themes of stress, overwork and reductions in the quality of service through our series of 
damage reports. In total 15 different occupational groups were surveyed. These reports can be read via 
the following link. (https://unison-scotland.org/campaigns/public-works/damage/) 
 
The cuts proposals being brought forward by Inverclyde council will have a damaging impact on 
Inverclyde’s most vulnerable residents. Proposed cuts include the privatisation of our respite services, 
reductions in the number of classroom assistants and community wardens, cuts to libraries services, 
children’s services and community learning and development services will adversely impact our 
communities and those who need services most. Many of these proposed cuts affect services which are 
preventative and this will increase pressure on emergency services including policing, health and social 
welfare. The underlying principles of the false economy come to mind. 
 
For further reading on UNISON positions on LG finance please reference: 
 
https://unison-scotland.org/pre-budget-scrutiny-long-term-financial-sustainability-of-local-government/ 
https://unison-scotland.org/pre-budget-scrutiny-roads-maintenance-in-scotland/  
 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Robin Taggart 
 
Robin Taggart 
Branch Secretary 

 
 

 

https://unison-scotland.org/campaigns/public-works/damage/
https://unison-scotland.org/pre-budget-scrutiny-long-term-financial-sustainability-of-local-government/
https://unison-scotland.org/pre-budget-scrutiny-roads-maintenance-in-scotland/

